




Wenham Board of Selectmen 
Recreation Building 

 July 12, 2005~ 7:30 PM 
 
Mr. Chelgren identified a request to allow a Special Olympics fund raising bike ride through 
Wenham with approximately 200 riders on September 17, 2005.  The route submitted by the Special 
Olympic Committee was identified. 
Mr. Hersee moved to approve the request contingent on Police approval.  Mr. Pickard seconded and 
the motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Mr. Chelgren identified that the May 1, 2004 annual town meeting voted to provide the option for 
residents to include donations with their tax bill payment to a Scholarship Fund, Education Fund 
and/or Elderly/disabled tax relief.  He noted that money has been accumulating and it is now time 
to appoint various committees to manage these funds. 
Mr. Tanous suggested that the Elderly and disabled relief funds be included under the control of the 
WISSH Committee.  He also identified that the Superintendent of Schools or a designee must be on 
the Scholarship Fund Committee, as well as the Treasurer/Collector and the Chairman of the Board 
of Assessors.   Mr. Hersee added that WVIS has a scholarship fund and that maybe they should 
work together. 
 
Building Project 
Mr. Chelgren identified that at the Town meetings on May 7  and June 16, 2005 considered articles 
related to public dissatisfaction with the HDC for not following the mandate of the people to 
demolish the old town hall building and construct a new town hall/police station in its place.  The 
BOS had directed the Town Administrator to review alternatives and make a recommendation to 
meet the public’s request.  Mr. Chelgren identified the development of potential bylaw amendment 
that would move the project forward and proposed a by-law amendment that would address this 
issue.  A copy of this amendment can be viewed at the Town Clerk’s office. 
He went on to explain that this amendment removes the Town Hall building from the jurisdiction 
of the HDC.  He went on to recommend that the BOS call a special town meeting 
and submit the proposed wording to the HDC for the statutory 60-day waiting period leading up to 
the Special Town Meeting. 
The BOS will continue this discussion at the July 19, 2005 BOS meeting, including a date for the 
Special Town Meeting. 
Mr. Pickard moved that the article be placed on the town meeting warrant and that it be forwarded 
to the HDC 
Mr. Pickard moved that that the town forward the proposed Article 5F to the HDC for their review 
and comments prior to setting the date for a special town meeting that the article be placed on the 
town meeting warrant.   Mr. Hersee seconded and the motion was approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Mr. Darling, Chair of the Building Committee identified that the building project cannot proceed 
during this building season (2005) and at the earliest will start in the Spring of 2006 and will need 
authorization from the BOS to proceed by late fall of 2005. 
Mr. Darling also told the BOS that since the denial of the project, the BC has discussed the 
proposed design with the Architect J. Stewart Roberts and that the Building Committee feels that 
the building design meets the requirements of the town office and police station functions and the 
BC concluded that the existing building size is appropriate to meet the needs of the town. 
Mr. Darling went on to say that to replicate the existing town hall is limiting the design alternatives. 
He noted that the building’s basic layout is appropriate and that one major concern voiced by the 
HDC is for the building to present itself to Main Street. 












